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PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS ACT (PPRA) POLICY – STUDENT SURVEYS & 
MEDICAL EXAMS 

 
The Protection of Pupil Rights Act (PPRA) affords certain rights to parents and students eighteen 
(18) years of age or older (“eligible students”) with regard to surveying of students, the collection 
and use of information from students for marketing purposes, and certain non-emergency medical 
examinations. 
 
In an effort to protect and honor expectations of student privacy, Mountain Home School District 
No. 193 (MHSD) will ensure that student information is safeguarded and used only by appropriate 
educational authorities to serve the best interest of the student. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Eligible Student – A student over the age of eighteen (18) or an emancipated minor under Idaho 
law. 
 
Instructional Material – Instructional material that is provided to a student, regardless of format, 
including printed or representational materials, audio-visual materials, and materials in electronic 
or digital formats (such as materials accessible through the Internet). This does not include 
academic tests or academic assessments. 
 
Invasive Physical Examination – is defined as any medical examination that involves the 
exposure of private body parts, or any act during such examination that includes incision, insertion, 
or injection into the body, but does not include a hearing, vision, or scoliosis screening. 
 
Personal Information – means individually identifiable information, including a student’s or 
parent’s first and last name; a home or other physical address (including a street name and the 
name of the city or town); a telephone number; or a social security number. 
 
ANNUAL NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
The PPRA requires that parents or eligible students be directly notified at least annually at the 
beginning of the school year, by direct mailing, e-mail, website, or etc., of their right to consent or 
opt-out of the participation in certain school activities and the specific or approximate dates of 
each activity. For surveys and activities scheduled after the school year starts, parents will be 
provided with reasonable notification of the planned activities and surveys listed below and an 
opportunity to opt their child out of such activities and surveys.  
 
Prior written parental consent will be obtained before minor students are required to participate in 
any U.S. Department of Education funded survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals information 
concerning any of the following eight protected areas: 
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1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent; 
 

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family; 
 

3. Sex behavior or attitudes; 
 

4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
 

5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships; 
 

6. Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, 
and ministers; 
 

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; or 
 

8. Income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program 
or for receiving financial assistance under such program. 

 
These requirements do not supersede any of the requirements of FERPA. 
 
Parents will receive notice and opportunity to opt a student out of: 
 
1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 
 
2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam, or screening required as a condition of 

attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate 
health and safety of a student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any 
physical exam or screening permitted or required under state law; and 

 
3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal information obtained from 

students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the information to others. 
 
Aggregate Data – means data collected and/or reported at the group, cohort, or institutional level. 
 
RIGHT TO INSPECT 
 
Upon request, parents or eligible students have the right to inspect prior to any administration or 
use: protected information surveys of students; instruments used to collect personal information 
from students for any of the above marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes; any 
instructional materials used in connection with any survey that concerns one or more of the 
protected areas; and any instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum for the 
district. 
 
This does not apply to academic tests or academic assessments. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF POLICIES 
 
MHSD will develop, when necessary or as required, and with parental input, adopt policies 
regarding the rights set forth in the PPRA, as well as arrangements to protect student privacy in 
the administration of protected surveys and the collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information for marketing, sales, or distribution purposes. 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
LEGAL REFERENCE: 
Idaho Code Section: 
33-133 – Definitions – Student Data – Use and Limitations – Penalties 
20 U.S.C. § 1232h 
34 CFR Part 98.3 
The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) 
PPRA: https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/resources/protection-pupil-rights-amendment-ppra-

general-guidance 
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